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‘SPEECH OF HON A. P. BUTLER,
{OF SOUTH CAROLINA,
1x Tue Sexate, March 5, 1856,

On the President’s Message of Fuob, 18, 1850, re-
lative to affalrs in Kausas Territory,

In reply to a suggestion made by his| Court, as far as I know anything of their | Dorr at the time, but I will say in

friend Mr. Hunter lo adjourn the debate to
accommodate Mr, Butler;

Mr. Butler said: Mr. President, T prefer
to go on now. Wlhen I obtained the floor
the other day upon this question, it was
with a view to make a very fuw remarks
in order to relieve the Senate from any im-
pression which might be made on it Ly the
statements made here on the resposibility
of Senators, or by newspaper commuunica
tions, in relation to the part which my
feiend General Atchison has acted in Kan-
sns aflairs. 1 intended no more; and 1
shall endeavor to discharge that duty be-
fore I.conclude tho remarks which I pro-
pose now to submit.

The debate on this sulject, Mr. Presi.
dent, has brought many things within its
scope, and has, in my opinion, been made
the oceasion of fearful indications for the
future.  What the developments of the {u-
ture may disclose I know not; but this muach

I will say Lefore 1 approach the main sub- |

ject on which I intend todeliver my views,
that we are reduced, by the issue which
has been made in Kausas, to the alternative
either of suffering the President, under the
message which he has sent to us aud the
proclamation which he lias issued, o exer-
ciso lis bigh office to preserve the pence
which is threatened to be disturbed in
Kansas, or sulject ourselves to the waurpa-
tion of squatter sovervignty and the discre.
tion of an unealeulating fanaticism rnising
a whitlwind on which it may not Le alle

to ride.  This is the i=swe which is present |

ed to us, For if the President does not in
terpuse his authority to preseive peace, |
have no reason to conelude et that tle
conflict between the twa parties in IKansus
may result in the shedding of Lload; and,
sir, my word for it, one drop of Llood shed
in eivil steife jn this country, in which par
ties have been distinetly arayed, so far as
they caw L arrayed by their advoeates,
will have wiore effect on civilization and on

society than all the blood shied in all the |

battles of antiguity, or in the strugales at
Borodivo and tho battles which fullowed it.
Sir, L am entirely porsuaded that, if we are
to approach what has been threatened —a
rupture of this Union—or if wo are o pro-
serve the Union, itis the sluty of every
man, as far as he can, to throw his influ-
euce into the public opinion whick will jus-
tify the course of the Piesident, so 25 tobe
free from thie consequences wlieh mny
otherwise grow out of this fearful jssue.
Yes, sir, ift the South is forced to take Ler
deu]_illy in her separate L‘.rv]nin;__f. let us do
all we ean to justify ourconduet before the
tribunal of history; let us do all we can in
the way of explunation to dispel detusion
and rebuke the mad epirit which Las in
fused itsell into the public mind in o por-
tiou of this Confederaby, Danger niay

speak with a lond trumpet to the ear of

reason and justice,

It may be said that I have pnssed
thraugh the ordeal of expericnce, aund per-
haps of time, amd that they have hind their
intluence on my temper; but, sir, 1 look on
anxthing like a rupture in ecivil govern-
meut, and especially such a one as wounld
throw us into the horrors of anarchy, with
not the same view as others whio may e
more intrepid. and who may think they

cenn come out of it without hazard to
themselves. There is nothing so wischicy-

ous Lo sociely as any movement ntiecting
its stability, uncontrolled by responsibility
and unregulated by intelligence. Bigotry,
fanaticism and prejudice nre fatal counsel-

ors; and under the Sharpe’s rifle influence
they Lave exercsed their influence on the

issues of the day.
Now, before [ approach the main point

I must dispose of some of the remarks

made by the Senator from New 11
shire, [Mr. Hale.|
Lecause he has Leen in this Chiamber for n
longer period than the Senator from Mas
sachusetts, [Mr, Wilson,] and Las had as
sociations hiere which Fthink ought at least
Lo have tempered some of liis expiressions,
I do not intend to use the language of as
perity in this debate, if I can avoid it: but
allow me to say o the Senator from Now
Iampshire that I think, when Lo used
somo oxpressions, not only in relation (o
the President of the United States, the
chiel magistrate of this Confederacy, but in
relation to the Supreme Court, and other
Departinents of this Government; and when
he allowed himself to resd from a newspa
per, under the signature of an anonymous
wiiter, statements in reference to a distin-
guished gontleman with whom lie had been
associated here—I will do him the justice
to say that [ hardly think lie consulted the
dictates of his own nature; for [ believe that
generally he has rather shown a temper
that would lift him above such things, ex.
cept when he acts as the comimitied archer
pulling the arrow under the behests of his
arging huntsmen, The Senator from New
Hampshire is a commitled advoeate lo a
sactional, fanatical organization; and, per-
baps, hois not at liberty to deny the au-
thority under which Le lins entered the
Senate.

amp-

=

{ the higher law.
] . . . |
teourt—and I have Lad intercourse with its |

I reply o his remarks

Devoted to Southern Rights, Politics, Agriculture, and Miscellamy, -'

-

the citadel of slavery,

in this countr
Constitution of the United States—the fun-
damental law of their country—was the
citndel of slavery? Yes, sir. I have had
pamphlets within tha last week laid on my
desk, maiataining that the Constitution of
the United States itself is the citadel of
slavery; and that, unless it is broken down,
and the institution of slavery thereby reach- |
ed in all the States, it is a Constitulion |
which ought to have no validity and obli-
gation. 1 think I have seea the same
statements in a paper ealled the Radieal
Abolitionist.  When the Senntor speaks of
the Supreme Coustas the citadel of the in-
| stitution of slavery, he might better have
| designated them s opposed to those who |
[ have called the Constitution of their coun- |
tiy the citadel of slavery., Sir, I would |
| prefer regarding the Judges of the Supreme |

| decisions, as the sentinels and defenders of
| the Cunstitution—=a Constitution recognis- |

!ing the equality of the States, nnd at least | lessons of liberty which his ancestors had [ that very demonstation.

imposing on them such obligations as that |
they are not permitted to tiansfer their
{Judgments into anotler jurisdiction, pro-
seribed, I suppose, by what is techuically
called the higher law—a jurisdiction of |
dicretion and prejudice. |

They have not gone down or up—ns |
gentlemen may chouse to consider it—to

As far as I konow the|

venerated and venerable chief justice, from

my official position ns cliairman of the |
Committee on the Judiciary—I do not be- |
licve Lhave ever known n body of men
more honestly disposed to do thieir duty
{ under the obligations of the power whicl
gave them the right to discharge judicial
| functions, 1- believe, when our first par-
L enla were driven ont of Paradise, it was
[ under the suggestions of the higher law. |
The Devil went in and suggested to Eve
| that there was a bigher law; and, disregard- |
|iug the law under which shie was placed |
{in DParadise, she and her posterity have
' suffered the penaities of disobedionce: trans-
gression is sin. 1 wish to recognise no tri-
[ bunnal and no set of opinions which will at-
| tempt 1o rule the country except Ly some
‘ preseribed law and a constitution liid down
{for them by those who give them their
| oficial existence. I believe that the Su
I preme Court higs comuitted ervors, thougl
not intentionallyv. 1 beliove their decision
in the exse of Prige nud I'ennsy lvania hins
led to mischievons ¢ msequences not in- |
tended by the cowrt, When the conrt un- |
dertuok to say that the Siates themselves

might be absolved from the -:Ill}' imposed |
ou them by the Federal compaet of return-

ing fugitives from lubor, | ihink ey made

a deeision tending 1o alisulve the States

from the honar of \'.ulll|-:u".-'. “They did not

sy itin so many wonls, nor do 1 think

therr decision is o that lllllinlrf, Liut the
non alnveholding States have so constrned
it Insteadd of that decision Leing & jude
ment from the eitnds of slhaveny, it

.:;.n (XL
dounded entirely in its conseuences 1o the
nonslaveholding States of this Uniony or
rather to let their accommodating morality
take refuge in it—to excnuse them for disro
garding the obligations imposed upon them

HERW] uiu-l.lli\c ngreliches, Ko,

I would rather recard that high tribunal
as one which ecould look abroml upon the
vast and heaatiful bhnizon of truth sud jus
tico. 1 should not wish to seo them FOVer
el by that popular agitation whicli s
tirentening to undermine the institutions
of the conntry, and to destioy, not only the
present form of our Union, bt to wash away
the very Ikndmuks of our forefathiers.  In
sich a ease I woulil be glad to see the Su-
preqe \.'-uuil‘ like the jm.:ud ]ll'lllli-'_'rnir.-ll'b
in the deep,

Lt the feariul cecan surge

upon Its base,
Lt storius assail 1ite sum 3

[ wish it to stand firm at least as the Lty pe
of the duration of the institutions of this
country, and as an emblem of eternal Jus-
tice. I at least wish that, amidst the A
tation of the time, it shall maintain its iden
tity. Let not il from Noew
UHampshire suppose that he ean assuil or
wouchi that promoutory by any shaft that
he may aim at it ‘The hand that shoots
the arrow mny belong to one wmore willing
to wound than it ean be able to hwit, It
has certainly been discharged Ly an arclier
oceupying oo great o distance from his ob-
Ject to do harm. Let me lhiope that thore
1s more of the hand than the heart that
has bean exbibited in the shor.  The wenp
an has fullen Larmless,

bl

Y
the or

Afier the Seuator from New 11 wanpehire

lad disposed of the Supreme Court under
¥ Assongitory epithiot, he o ached
the 'resident. 1 am not one of .‘\\-il"
undertake to defend the President on all

oceasionsy but, sir, hie is the Chief Magis
trate of this Confl -I--s.|-}. and whilst I am
in the Coufederacy, I will see at least that
H 1 Ilt'i_.;llil-!!'-* 'I.'IH\I, I:1'-\-'-L I -:h.‘.‘ln, !l}' H
| resentful rivalry, shall not wound tlie Clijef
M wisttacy  of the whole eountry. The
Senator from New Hampshire took ¢ xeep
tion to the course which the President lins
tiken, by saying that ha had committed
himsell to u different judgment and a differ
eut course of conduct by receiving Dorr
when e was a refugee from Justice from
| Rhoda Island, and then sustained him by
resolutions which were pussed  while La

| was chairman, I think, of some Democratic
associntion,

Presidont Pierce,  Does the Senator sup- |
| pose that the Ohjef .\[::;i%r:l:u of this Con-
fedaracy, after lie has attained the bigh po- |
sition which he now ocenpios, is to admin.
[ ister his trust as a common trustee for all
the people of the United Stntes according
to auy opinions which ha m y have enter-
tained on any former ocension when he
was  chairman of a  Democerstic wocioty !
| Why, sir, you might as well sy '
{ areending a mountuin should stop lialf way |
I and gonsult the vision whicl he then had, |
Irather than the certainty of tho more ox-

thint one

Bir, what did I hear him say! That the | tended vision which he would have ofter at-
Supreme Court of the United States was taining the summit, whera the horizon
He did not know | would be more distinet, and where he

when he made that remark ho:® fir it ex- | would have a larger and more exiended
tended and what it might not e;nbrace. Is| view. The Chief Magistrate of the United
he not associated with a class of por/ticians States is trusteo of the whole Union. He
who have suid that the | ’s not the organ of any portion of New

| gentleman gets a seat on this floor, to

distinguished spmpathizers,

| tion into that of prisoner of war. 1lis repi-

| Themistoclos,

| exercise that high power!

Mr. Vierce is arrayed against |
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Hampshire; nor is hesulject to apy latitude,
Wl the vigilance and even “solicitude
of a guarian, & must protect the inter-
asts and rights of all who are committed to
his care. e is noi now a parly in the

technical phrase, perhape, & population

and scarcely auy slaves. Those called mas-

better off for their protection.

be destroyed under the philanthropy of |
proseription aud rivalry. "

controversies of a former duy, bul a judge
of all the parties before him.

Sir, the last thing to which I can eves
consent is, that any man who goes abroad
shall wound the homa of his resdence. I
sm not specially interested in the bistory
of New Hampshire, but I say that this is |
not the place to exposs her infirmities, nor
is this the place to take oceazion, beeause a

bring under proseription the conduct of
one of his fellow-citizens, who is now the
Chief Magistrate of the Confederacy. 1
shall not justify Mi. Pierce for receiving |
relation |
to him, that he was then comparatively a |
young man, and that having cultivated the |

taught him, much, in the |
Burke, is to be pardoned
liberty.

angurge of Mr. |

- . 1
to the spirit of
Another thing is to be said, that |

| the judgment in relation to Dorr had not | of heat and passion than malice—Dbut with

then been formed. It was then passing |
throngh the ordeal of trial, :mdll know |
that that deluded young wan huad many
Mr. llierce |
gave Dorr shelter; this is the head uml'!
front of his offending.

Sir, 1 have always regarded it as one of |
the most odious nets of the British Govern- ;
ment, when Napoleon Bonaparte went on |
bonrd the Dellerophion, claiming the vights |
of hospitality, that they changed his condi- |

tation and position in the world entitled
him 1o the rights and honors awardad to
If Dorr, instead of going to
New Hampshire, had gone to Sonth Caro-
lina, perhaps, at that time, 1 myself, to the
deluded yound man, woull have been the |
last to have seeu him sacrificed to his delu
sions; and [ believe much may ba par- |

| doned to the spirit of liberty, guided by

the ardor of youth.

I come now to another personnge in this
affuir, a distinguished friend of mine, Gen. |
Atchison, who has also received the notice !
both of the Senator from New Hampshire |
and the Senator fiom Munssachusetts, 1
liave known General Atchison long and
well,  They have attiibuted to him a fe-
rocity and volgar inditference and reckless.
ness in relation to the affiirs of Kansas
whiel is refuted il_\' every confidential lettor
which Lo lias written to me, and which is
not in confurmity to the truth. 1 will not
say thiat Gen, Atelison is the cunemy ofany
' I will not say that lie is the enemy
of the emiginnts in Kansas who have beeu |
sent there by the :\E-l sOCH but 1 sy |
that I koow of man, within the
ge of my acquaintance, who conld Lo
mvested more effeetn Ny with the attni |
butes of the CONGUueror « { that ¢lass of peo

ple.  Aud hiow do vou suppose he woulil

e,

1Gke
1055

1o

Lot those who |
Litm around him as
neighbors, aud ifthetr houses were burned
down andd 1'-_'»;'lirn'||. he
woithd be first man to render them assist

M, :ﬂnl }Il' \‘Ilil;-l \'u]-.;l.n_-r |I|l'lll |-_\' |||~

Kkinduess, Ly his justice, by kb

HOW  asperse seltlo

Assistance

wern

inl sense,
atd by his generosity.” There wis never a
Liett

cotlduet hi .]hini.{_\mim thq--\}-. el

hragedy
I know the fuet, and 1 stats
it on my own anthority, as a truth not o
Le ‘[i-]l'igl'\l, (because I Lnve his letters in

at Lawrence,

my seawer,) that, when that controversy
Altehison
called vpon to attend 1852

wrose, General waus  absolutely

rdson's com
mand, and he went, with a positive pledue
tho part of those with whom he was as
ted that ho should satlier be the Mo

tor than the leads s ]

SO¢ L
and 1

e that but for Lis mods

s wriilen

"!1‘[-'!'\. th

=0
Aol

housed of the P ..]-',- of Lawrence wa
hiave been burnt  anld the strects dre Lied
in blood.  An appenl was made to hinug

der eitcumstances whicli his magnanimovs
nature eould not resist, e had the Cirtly
age (o do a duty which i its performance

miehit even offend his comrades and asso
Cltles—u couraee mneh l:'-;:h-.’ than that
of meeting an open enemy in the el

He effectunlly exerted his influence, under
the appeal made to im, to save from fire

amd sword the village of Lawrence, the
stronghold of the aid soclety  emigrants,
But for the gontle adviee, and, perhaps,
II-I.II--E.IUI;_'_ iefluence, of Atehison, tha hou

ses of the settlement wonld have Lie
and its hizl

]-l:.u:
wavs drenched with blood.
Wiien those Jresapis
JE |

lerenl ey felt ten from what al

uinnies bave evineed sine

were suppliants, how

elir oo

Fhe generous
e g I
person who saved them is to be nverted

mto their ferocious persecutor.  Adchison i
to beimmolated on the altar of fanatieal ven
gennee; and that, too, through the medium
of nuonymous writers in newspapers, under
the sanction of specches made in this Cham-
ber, “.o'”‘, sir, 15 this to be his reg nind!
are aspersion and misrepresentation Lo per
vert tho truth of history?
attributed to him ferocity of unexampled
chractor—an attribnte that cannot assimi

Iate to his nature.  Throughout the whaole
contest Lo has always said that e was in

favor of—1o usa his own exprassion —"hie
competition of pre emption settlers.”  Hao
beheved thatif competition had been left to
itself, and if there had been no hostile de-
monstration on the part of the northern so-
cioties, Kansas would have been sottled by

neighbors knowing each other, and who
would have less objection because they did
know other; aud that in the end,
]"'l]ul['.\, thero m:;_;‘nl have been a few ne

groes, probably an “old mammy,” or some
favorito servants for houseliold purposes, or
field-laborers, contented in and betierod by
their condition, Ha :~.'|.||||---nn] that thera
migh have been ||.-j.u|:|'.'.u|1 of that sort,
and such as the masters would not like to
desert, and euch as they would not commit |

Gentlemen have

U&lL‘]I

| which the Missouri “border ruflians,”
they arg ealled, never anticipated. The crime

| if homicide shouald be committed, would be

| tion, withont vesard o the Jdictates

v illustration of his chisrncter thaa the |

Under the current” of this settlement,
Kansas would likely have become a quusi |
community, with many white nen and fow |
negroes —with labor eapable of being use- |
fully and profitably employed—a commu- |
nity of farmers, using labor as they thouglit
proper. In this way, by acecretion, Kan-
sas might have become a State.

Sir, L am not going to  put on an equali-
ty, or anything like an equality, the move-
ments and conduct of those who have gone |
to Kansas with Sharpe’s rifles in their Lands, |

{ and the Missouri “border ruflians,” as they |

have been termed. They aranot in pari |
dolictie, The difference between the

opulation of a portion of the two sections
[::m never been =o well illustrated as in
The western peo-
ple, of daring gallantry, of open hospitality,
trust to the oceasion, and when they draw
the sword, it is rather under the influence

a fertility of expedients that is equal to
craft; and if they commit homicide under
such circnmstances, it is reduced at least
lo the grade of mansliaghter.  When,
however, I see an organization at a distance I

{of a thousand miles from the Territory,

sending out men who go, not with fowl
ing-pieces or the ordinary rifles, or com-
mon weapons of defence which they might
use, but all going with one uniform gun—
Sharp’s rifle—let me not be told that they
were going there for merely the innocent
purpose of setuding the Territory them- |
selves, It is evident they were going there |
to drive off’ others, if it became a contest, [

|

HES
of thosa who are designated by that nnme,

much nearer the chiarncter of manslaugh-
ter, whilst the blood shed by their oppo-
nents would wmunch nearer approach a mer-
cenary homicide,

Now, sir, 1 suppose this controversy may
L lr:_[‘ulla-rl 15 4 great t‘jl'\‘tllll!ui CASE—
periaps the greatest that ever was tried —
Lo Lry the title of the two ditterent sections
to the pubiic domain, the common domain |
belonging to the whole Union. | stppose |
the emigrant aid societies’ settlers may Lo
regarded as one party, and wlint they
choose to eall the Lnll-l:'l’ ruflians the other
party—onc the John Doe; the other Ricli-
ard Roe, in this Inwsuit. I am perfectly
willing that the suit shail be tried by jus-
tice amd trath, and wot under the beated
declionation of gentlemen who astend to
inflame the public mind of their own see-
('fl!lt'
Now, what are the fiets
mrelation to this ease?!  As I have them,

from anthentic sources, they are not such

|
1
\
|
|
|
|
\
|
|

tiuth of ia.“l'-lvi.

:\-l.llil_:‘ih' Julin Doe much credit,

w Reader will
auy other lin-
\\[li\_‘]\ \\j.I ln\-
—for he
pusition  to control
will doulit now,
Missourd line was ;\]..1.1.-.!.

In my opinion, Gover
huve to answer more than
tinan ih-il:'_: for the blood
shed——if any shall be shed
pred an hmportaut
SUPPOse T
that when the
11 was done by

LTt |

evenls, me

a mere legislative power,
and therefore conld be wiped  out Ly the
swine competent anthoiity.  Missonni
admitted a_ainst the consent of the North,
HL WS t.u]'.: but the f"‘l'--tllll. inoa '}ul':.l ol
cOmpronise, n Itothatline.  Ilow hias
! Smce | hiave been n
member of the Senate, no opportunity lias

Wis

she been et

man has

e offered when some northiern

not, on the oceasion of tenitory Leing ac
juired south of that line, made a mot
Lo exclude baveholder Uhere hins not
H o st o, when the oppueria
ity lins Do presented when they b
not violated the implicd pledze contained
in the obhigations of that line. 1 ring it
in their ears, 101 had no

otlier eatise to

wipe ont the hne, 1 coul

fael that they have not reg

faith, bt have violated

i phghted fath, as

tatute book.  When Oregon was organi
zedh 1nto & Lerritory, this feeling so f; pra
virded that it wonld uwot allow Southern
men tovoie for ity upon the ground, that
inasmuch as the territory lay n il of 36

feg 30,0t might be oreanized under the

titendment of the Missount compromise,
S vou will remember the oceu rence
e i i1 \! l. " I | B
OF L wWar Voale Mex ] .l_\ niter "'.‘
many o us went to the Wi Drepartinent
expueciing to hear, whatmany did Lear. the
dreadiul resulis of battls viends and re
HIVES, i~|]'|-|.- Wi :I 1k
war witli Mexieo as Ly
L eettnin extlent to o
which followed its tern
medium ol pegotition, .
wher the South ninbuted a
anl I TL 1340 L ] thins
Wl asoanueh money, for Lth I-l !
the war as the North—the South sonding
forth many more mon—did I not Lesr a

Senntor from Now

\I’[\II l'-'-l rise in

fii»..ﬂ;u'-' ani s 3 that heotended to main
tain the Wilmot proviss, on the aroan
maiely that it wonld create a cordon of
free ."\:..nl- s aronnd the sluvelioldin r oiales,
and with the assertion of the superior oy
dization of tho free States! Was that ne
violation of the Missouri compromise! |

put it now I‘.mi'\ to the
this heatod | ingunre,

men \\"'I'I .“:l 'll. n

it torritory were |

L acquired tormorrow wonld they not pro
pose the same Wilmot proviso! 1 they
think that no violation of the Missouri

Somproinise! Phey claim  positively  ali
that was concedod 1o thens, and li.--'l‘\' thie
benefit of its provisious to the South  that
made the concession, \l'\l, I s williv r
to propoge w game of fair ploy.  Let th
Opihin of th prople, us tf may | rormed
i -".n"n’u-;.-..- of territoral rxistence, deler
mine the character of the State, and wleth
ar the blate presenting hersell (Ui mduys- |

to the Abolitionists. It would have been, in [

with some masters, but with some servants, |

sion shall admit or exclude slavery
bar to her admission.

Sir, that compromise, as it lias been call-
ed, has never been observed.,

or not, according to their own opticn.  In
regard to the Territory of Kansas, I think

it might well have been Jeft a debatable | has been the Lear. It was the Old Domin-

ground—nei rer to eall Et a slaveholding
snor a non-slavelioj)ing State. It was an
oceasion when we migit have cemented,
in some measure, the bonds of the 2ncient
brotherhood; but no, sir, we find that gen-
tlemen come in with the Bible in one band
to preach against slavery, and the toreh in
the other. Tuat is the attitude in which
they present themselves in the temple of
our common deliberations—the torch in
one hand and the Bible in the other—the
pulpit and Sharpe’s ritle.  Under the ban-
ner of theology, incendiaries march, with
torchies in their hands, procluiming God's
will, but deing their own.

I have stated one reason why the Mis-
souri line should have been disregarded by
the southern peaple. Now 1 go further,
and I say, in regard to the immediate is-
suc on which the I'resident lius made the
proclamation, he is justified. How was
it brought about? I said before, that Gov-
ernor Reeder was responsible for it. 1 say
sofow. DBy what authority did Reeder
go to Kansas?!  1le went iiere under the
authority of n law regularly constitutiog a
Territorinl Government.  He went there

! to be its Governor, and to carry out the

provisions of that law, just as much as if
the Missouri line had not been repenled.
Reeder received his eominission as a tenant
under a land lord; and [ have always said

that it was one of the wisest provisions of |

the common law that no tenant shiould be
allowed to dispute Lis landlord's title. e
was placed thera ns n sentinels Lut what
was his course ! Ie st assembled the
Legislature at Pawnee City, They were
not long there beforn  they adjourned to
the Shawnee Mission. e refused to sane-
tion the adjournment, and the very first
Lill brought to Lim afterwards was one
chartering the Kickapoo Ferry Company,
I think. e refused to sanction the bill,
and refused to maintain the authority which
had been conferred on him, and without
which he would have been a criminal intru-
der.  As he was there under the color of
law, Lie was in a position to do muech evil
or to do mueh good. e was the tusted
vflicer on the quurter dect in a storm, and

Ly Lis judgment might save thie vessel, ITe |

refused to continue with his trust, and has
given rise to fearful trial,

Well, air, when Reeder would not do
his duty and earry out the provision of the
law, what was the President to do? Re
When he was re-
moved, what was the nextstep! Those who
call free
grants sent out by the @ id societios, assem-
bled at Biz & andd- nominated as
their Governor (perhaps T may be mista-
Lem, ns their Delegate o Congress) this

move him, of counrse.

themselves State  scttlers, emi-

Wilrs

: : S :
man, who was in open rebelbion w0 his
' I

own anhority—a man who liadld disputed
tha title unider which he entered the Tor-
ritory.  “Fhey not ouly did that, but they

government ivest

{ {11

the name of squatter sovereio

wler

o with, 1

thiemselves, 1

suppose, the

nii

it of usurpers.,

They had a
Topeka, and adopted n

s meeling il

moan convention, and under
|

1

Lintion

wiions have bieen 110'1-1. and a

Crovernor, judges, and members of the leg- |
islature Liave | dectedd, That Leoisla
tire was (o nssemble vesterday. God knows
what may bo the—tragedy giowing out of

the 4th of March, 1856, news of
oecurred in the 4zl »f

1, 1836, mav Lring us the intellivenc:

Sir the

Kunsas wl

which will be the knell of the instin 1%
L will not sy of the Union—of i
country: for 1 |::|:--< there s wisdom en el
Il to Preserve e diean  institutions in
durable form, should the present Union Le

W hiat was thie President to Jo tlinsg

cirenmslianees!
| hiet

ment NI

Who be nght ;
What is the aitilpile
v have taken the law into their
own lumds, anld when they did so they im

calastro

plored David I Atwchison for merey, and
he saved them.  Here T will do him the
[ justice 1o say that he bas not heretofore
']wl the RBubicon with the ~:-:|:: of an
ambitions rulor; bat i hereafter ho ever
it that Rubicon, all his benevolenee —
at is vory large—will not enalide him
to overlook the tamits and insults wliich

have been heaped upon him, I David It

\Ntehison «liall eves P tho line Agan, nnad
fid, “1 liave passed the Rabi

rd,” 1 shoull

very renson that

w b b

1 contest, toy

con, an tw Llie swo
dread 1l the

hio who goes into matters of this kind with

. is most to be feared. Ret

ber, sir, that Heetor, 4t the seige of Troy,
was the jast Lo ¢ jrouss the ecause of one
who had done Jishonor to Priam’s |:-<u-‘-_
and he was the last to desert it. 1o per
ishiel for the coward who got him into the

e <
diffieulty. The

reluctanee

el

3 prowl patriot was averse
to the quarvel of etfeminate Paris —but ance
in, he was the Inst T->}i.z Id up the Lonor of
the house of riam,

~ir. 1 T v

« it subject enlarges itsolf vory much
in the cstimation ul rintlemen “II.I linve
L]-ni-.‘ n upon it, I shall nse no l."[l‘.'lln'l*i
towirds the senitor from New Hampshira. |
I have thus far stte mpted to avoid them. I
have charactorized his speech, but 1 have
usedd no epithets. Tho senator from New

“.l!ni---'.u'u undertakoes to s v thiat, lh(l'll_'_!]l'

out the whole of the controversy in relation

to the p domain of the United States,
the Sonth have beon thaagzgressors. “South
ern aggression” was the term on Lis lips
soulhern areression-—sonthern insolence
nil dough fice treason on the part of his
awn countryimen! Doth statements are
untrie. I do not impute to him personal
untruth. 1 make the remark in o histon

cal and parliamentary dobate, and I am

There never | which five free States have .
ters would have been more like guardians, | iias been an opportunity offercd when those | was it southern aggression?
[ and these called slaves would have Leen | who ery out sbout its abrogation have not | parted with that domain, and gav

instituted provesdings for establishing: a |

that |

be no ] speaking of transactions. Let the - 04 ‘.

answer me one question; When Vi
Iceded the Northwestern Territory,

North, was it southern aggressioni She

! a bounty upon those who have enjoyed it,
{ I will not say who is the Cunlelial?; the
 Regau in the sisterhood, but I can say who

tion. Little did Virginia think, when she
| planted those States Ly lLer own hand,
| that they would give rise to a controversy
lin which an opinion would be incaleated
| by which she should-be reproached for her
Jeerepitude.  She can well say,
+Tow sharper than a serpent’s tooth it I
To have @ thankless ehild!*
| IMosiile allics have availed themselves of
the power ihus acgired, and, like a cocka-
trice, are willing to stig the bosom that
| gave them life, Tho nurses, however, are
! much worse than children, some of whom
'1 have reason to know are true-heated,
| and are willing 10 maintain good fuith, but
{ for the intermeddling of fanatical influence
| that regards no restiaiot of law aud com-
| pact. .
{ Do you call that southern nggression?
The South then parted with ber power, and
| now it is regarded ns southern ag ion
| when she resents the insults of those who
have availed themselves of it. At Jeast,
| this much may be fuirly said—the fanati-
cal portion of the Nurtl: are willing to use
| ali the advantage thus given to assail the
southern section.
Now look at the acquisition of the Ter-
I'ritory of Louisiana. There the South
agreed to exclude herself from all that
| portion of it north of 36 deg. 30 min., and
[ one free State, lowa, has been formed out

ions of many senators to the effect that
Kansas is not to be a slave State. Sir, I
do not know that it will be a slaveliolding
State. I say, liowever, that when the
[ southern portion of the United States part-
ted with that dominion which we sightful-
[ ly pussessed, and allowed oursélves to be
excluded from the Louisiuns territory, we
played the part of a geuerous pareat who
' has only met with the seoru and contempt
I which a want of wisdow justly deserves. [t
| was putting s rod in the hands of others,
| without knowiag who they were, under
tie liope that it would Le used as & weap-
on of common defence, but whicli las
been used against the donor as a means of
coutroiling his authority.

When we obtained Califoruia, by whose
tresure and whose arms was it scquiredf
Sir, I will not imitate the example of the
[ se 1ator from New Hampehire. 1 will not,
iu my place, allow wmyself (o say that it
was nol acjquired by northern as well as
Ly southern arms, and by uorthern as
well as by southern treasure. A protest
was made that that acquisition was to re.
dound to the South. Let me ask where the
£300,000,000 which it is said hLavo been
colleeted from Culifurnia have been poured
out, like the dew of hiesven, which arises in
one place and descends on another! 1 will
1ur-l say, in this connexion, that T might

cmblazon the fame and gallantry of south-
| ern Lieroes and generals, I might be as
proud of the gallantry of my own section as
antiquity was of the heroes of Greeee and of
Itome, and the heroes of Marathon. [ will
| not refuse & common grave to the gallant
| Ransom, and the equally gallant Iiicliersolz
who fell in the same battle. I would not
| deny tothem the mingled wreath of the lau-
| rel and the cypress. Sir, in the face of the
{ truth of history, wlien we have shed our
Liood in a common contest, and when we ac
quited a territory by common treasure,
what is the fuet?  Has it not been appro-
Cpristed to the non slaveliolding portion of
this eonfederney, under a non-laveliolding
constitution! That is s uthern nggression!

Ind the honorable senator from New
[Lanpshire think that he could satisly any
pna who hieand Bim on these points! = No,

siry but it looks as if he intended to feed the !

| lames which are burning, but which
in his benevolence, onght to extinguish.
The gravamen of his arguinent, however,
15, that Texas was annexed with a view to
punder tlo sonthern insolence and pride.
Now, | intend, in that connexion, to pro
pound some questions which those whe

agrez with himn will find it very difficult to!

swallow. They lave Leen z0 much ueed

to eating dainty things at the North thar !

their stomachs are not quite strong enough
for the wholesome food which 1 might of
fur them, and wlich their sentimental
stomnelis might reject. I will put my
questions, however, to the senator from
Now Huampshine, for T am better acquaint-
ed with Lim, and [ suppose be is the organ,
and stands at the hiead, of those who ngroe
with him in opivion.  Would Lie eonsent
that Texas shiould have become a British
province, with the certainty that England
would place that provinee in the same
condition s its West Judia islands, and
with the certainty that ber poliey would
bie to muke war on the ostitutions of Lou-
istana and other southe n States?! Would
he take the part of England in such a con-
troversy sooner than of those who have

given us our liberties and our rights? |

Would he consent that Great Britain should
tuko possession of Texns, and make war,
like a roaring lion seoking whom it may
devour among its neighbors] Y
consent to that, on an acknowledged con-
dition only that it should not have sinves,
and shiould Le pledged 1o make war on the
institutions of the southern States? Wonld
lie agree to make war on his southern
confederates on sueh eonditions and throngh
such agrencies! 5
The next question which T have to pro-
ponud on that point is, whether they would
consent tha Texas shouwld vp to this time
haye retained her separnte existenco ss an
indevendent republic upon our borders,
carrying on, in a commmercinl point of
view, a compatition with us, which would
have redounded to the mivantage of the

t over | b
In this re-| been willing to violate its true intendment. | to the non-slaveholding population of the

lation they become objections! to the Abo- | I say its trug intendment, becanse sonth of | : ; 4
litionists, who are willing to seét them | that line it was n!wa_va'umlemtcun] that the | parted with her domain, and bestowed it as
free, that they may become vagabonds, and | people should hava n right to hold slaves

heis the piouser at
trade wherever there is an opy
The nuh:luulim I put to the
men is, whether they would consent now
to remit Texas to Ler original condition,
and let bier assunfe a separate existence as
a rival republie!  They would do ‘none of
these things it they would c  pub-
lic mind of their constituents.
siy ;—:, bu:l.nlhq would be rebuked about
as effectually a8 any public men eould Le
rebuked whenever afﬁmu. to tha
judgmeut. These are hard gnest g
admit. 1 ask them, would ~they
that Englandshould take Texas and e
slavery, or that Texas shonklmth:u
be a separate republic! or would they espel
her now from the Union if in their
Why talk of these things when
not intend to do what they
They would de po .such
would not dare to do it. Still,
sort to the eafety-valve of rhetorie
rid of tiese difliculties, and 1o pour
efusions on a deluded constitnency.
make an ez parte motion, aud o not expect
4 judgment on it s

i5

to
out e

§

| men of the matter

Now, sir, I Lave disposed of most of the

of that portion of the Territory. The seua- | topies which have been introduead into
tor from New Hampshire quoted the opiu- s

f before wus, and
what is the President to dol

so-called legislature nssembled
on the 4th of March

15 debate, and I eome to the nnh"ﬂu-
st is,

B?:pau-ih :
absulutely

i

rection, what is the President to do! I tel
you, sir, ns much as the gentlemen o
whom I aliude denounce the President,
he should not inte bis m
power in Kuansas, that legislature will be
opposed, and opposed by meu as Lrave as
they are, with weapons in their hands, and

thie contest will
Ifit was ouly to involve thens,
would not be of serious
the feeling which they have engendered is
pervading the republic. Even in my own
State I perceive that parties are being
ed W go to Kansas; adventurous nug :
men who will fight anybody.  Sir, let me
enution you, do not lold out 1o the youth
of this country a temptation to go inte
scenes of blood. If yor do
commit the gravest of all eon

earth, and the most important soncerns of

L

L

perhaps

will go there; and the causa of n

republie
may be decided by the judgment of youth-
ful impulse. 4

|
he, |

Would he |

Will gentlemen tell me that the Presi-
dent was not to interpose aml save them
'[ fram such a con‘est? Sir, he would be
| guilty of a eriminal dereliction of duty if

he were not to interpose; for, by in
(sing, ke ecan save tliem from the conse-
| quences of this issne. 1 do not advise bim
| to fire ilic fuderal gun, of which the senator
| from New Hampshire spoke. God knows,
i as | have said, one drop of blood shed in
Icml strife in (his country may et only
{ dissolve 1his Union, but” may do worse
| Sir, I have such confidence in the
(sense of the country that 1 believe republj-
| can instilutions might survive the present
{ Uuion.  Reslly it is broken already; for
“the spirit which cherished it Lias been ex-
tinguished, and the very altars upon which
- we ouglit to worslip have Leen profaned
by fulse fires. 1 have Leen nccustomed
j only to look at this Union to be

| by observing the obligations of the federal
constitution, and the honor of
and as to be maintained by the faith
of that old Puritan scLool” which formed
the constitution, and did not have quite as
{ much sentimentality as some of their sue-
cessms. 1 do not say what kind of succes-
sors they are.  Sir, the men of those da
had a hardy morality which dealt with
cvents as they were.  They had a wisdom
which knew Low to accommodate itself to
circumstunees, and did not Jift ¢ ves
s0 high that they saw more than ot ers,
aud sought ethereal regions because the
cearth was 100 good for them. Sir, it is
| not the purest bird which always seeks the
| ighest regions of air. The vulture, it is
'said, lives in the ropions of eternal snow,
(and yet it ean descend fron its ethereal
[»h.-igin. to live on garbage Lelow,

The President of the United States is
| nuder the highest and most solamn obliga-
| hons 1o interpose; and if [ were to indieate

the manner in which he chould §
in Kausas, I would point out the old come
won law process. I would serve a waresat
| on Sharpe’s rifles, and if Sharpe's rifles did
not answer the summens, anT e into
court on a day certuin, or if they !
the slieriff, } would summon the
| comitatus, and 1 would have Col.
ner's regiment to be part of that _
comitatus. The men in Kansas may be
deludod.  There may be good men I-llll‘
{thenn T no not wish for an outbreak.
them wha,

| think there are many men a
L on reflection, will give over. r delusions,

[ am not amnong those who hate any man
because he differs from me; bot 1 do des-
pise those who are willing to commit oth.
ers to a contest in which they themvelves
will escape the consequences.
Mr. President, T shall not pursoe this
subject further. 1 have reviewed what kas
becn said %o far as 1 thought proper to al
lude toit, and now I conclude with this res
mark=thatif we are tobe drifting in this
into a dissolution of the Union, T nm
rather that it should be dissolved to-raor
row-—] wish m '
ference to living in & Union withows
D -

g, o

the banner of treason, rebellion, and insur-

be decided by the sword, !
consequence; but °

ﬂu-.wi__ o

society to the youth of the country, for they .
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